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 Hello everyone!  I cannot believe that summer is almost over and 

school is about to start.  I hope you have enjoyed the summer days with your 

family and friends.  I am looking forward to seeing you at the summer conference scheduled for 

August 16 – 18, 2017 in Orange Beach, Alabama.  Allison Edge, GFOAA Immediate Past Presi-

dent and Co-Chair of GFOAA’s Communication and Engagement Committee, is the summer con-

ference chair and she and her committee members have been hard at work planning both the 

CPE sessions (approved for 16 hours of CPE including 4 hours of Accounting and Auditing and 4 

hours of Behavioral CPE) as well as the evening activities.  The list of speakers and topics can be 

found on the GFOAA website and I encourage you to take part in this annual event.  Cathy 

Hoekenschnieder, Annual Conference Chair and GFOAA Director, along with her conference com-

mittee have also been hard at work planning the 34th Annual Conference to be held in Huntsville, 

Alabama February 21-23, 2018.  The agenda and speakers has been set and like the summer 

conference, the planned topics are timely and relevant to our profession.  Our organization is 

also part of the planning team for the annual Government Accounting and Auditing Forum (GAAF) 

scheduled for December 14-15, 2017 in Birmingham, Alabama.  So mark your calendars now to 

attend and participate in all of these training events.   

 Since our last newsletter, GFOA’s annual conference was held in Denver, Colorado May 

21 – 24, 2017.  When I landed in Denver on May 20, it was actually snowing and wearing a 

jacket at the end of May was a new experience for me as was attending the annual conference.  

I was not only able to represent GFOAA at the annual President’s meeting on May 20, I was also 

able to attend the conference as a first-time scholarship recipient and receive 24 hours of CPE 

without charge.  The CPE sessions were excellent and I plan to attend next year in St. Louis, MO 

which will be held May 6 – 9, 2018.  Each state is awarded 50 scholarships for first-time atten-

dees so if you qualify for this scholarship, I encourage you to watch GFOA’s website for more in-

formation in the coming months.   

 We also held the Certified Government Accounting Technician Program (GGAT) annual 

conference in Prattville, AL on July 20, 2017.  We had over 20 attendees and many of them were 

asking for a 2-day conference in the future to spend more time on the relevant topics such as 

internal controls, productivity in the workplace, Excel tips and tools, tax administration issues.  A 

huge thank you to Erika Sprouse, GFOAA Director, and her team who managed and coordinated 

this entire event as well as thank you to Christine Harden, Curtis Stewart, and Joyce Weldon for 

being part of an awesome line-up of speakers.  On a final note, a special thanks goes to Charles 

Clack, Sarita Tapscott, and Derek Reeves who took time out of their May weekend to represent 

GFOAA at a booth at the annual Alabama Municipal League conference in Birmingham and pro-

vided GFOAA membership information to the conference attendees.   

                       Continued on Page 2.           
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 In the coming months, we will have several opportunities for you to help us with an initiative the Board has taken as a 

priority for this year.  We are going to be visiting several university campuses in the state to take part in accounting and finance 

major networking events, Accounting and Beta Alpha Psi club meetings, and classrooms to spread the word about the opportu-

nities in government financial management as well as the GFOAA annual scholarship program, membership in our organiza-

tion, and internships and job opportunities in our field.  If you are interested in participating in an event in your part of the 

state, please email me at kdeal@aum.edu and I will forward your information to the respective board committees.   

 In closing, if you have any questions or concerns about our organization or our program offerings, please do not hesi-

tate to contact me or any Board member to discuss these further.  This is OUR organization and in listening to the other state 

Presidents at the annual meeting, I found that all state GFOA organizations are facing the same challenges; however, our 

GFOAA is strong given our many volunteers and sponsors who work hard to continue to provide training and networking oppor-

tunities for all of our current and prospective members.  Thank you to those volunteers and sponsors.  We can always use 

more helpers to keep the momentum going and I encourage you to consider how you can contribute to our organization in the 

coming year.  Thanks and have a great day! 

       Dr. Keren H. Deal, CPA, CGFM, CICA 

       kdeal@aum.edu 

       334-244-3971 

 

 

    

  

  

  

  

                        

 GFOAA hosted the Certified Government Accounting Technician (CGAT) Conference July 20, 2017 at the Central Ala-

bama Electric Cooperative located in Prattville, Alabama.  There were twenty-two attendees, all of them CGAT program gradu-

ates. 

 Four presentations were given at the daylong conference.  Dr. Keren Deal, AUM professor and GFOAA president, and 

Christine Harden, Deputy Chief Examiner with the Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, gave an overview of internal 

controls and best practices.  Joyce Weldon, an information technology instructor at AUM, presented tips and tricks for Micro-

soft Word and Excel. The conference closed with Curtis Stewart, Deputy Commissioner of the Alabama Department of Reve-

nue, discussing tax administration issues and opportunities caused by the internet. 

 

 

CGAT CON F ER E N C E  
Prattville, Alabama 

mailto:kdeal@aum.edu
mailto:kdeal@aum.edu
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GFOA 111 TH  AN N UA L  CON F EREN C E  
D E N V E R ,  C O L O R A D O  

  

 The GFOA 111th Annual Conference was held in Denver, Colorado May 21-24, 2017.  The conference 

provides a wide variety of sessions which are of interest to public finance professionals.  Attendees have the op-

portunity to share ideas, sharpen skills, and to network with peers from across North America and around the 

world.  

 GFOAA hosted a breakfast at Marlowe’s for the many Alabama delegates in attendance.     

                           

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
         

CGFO Revocation 
 

The following individual has not supplied renewal information for his CGFO certificate; therefore, he no longer 
has CGFO status.  He is not permitted to use the designation (initials) on his business cards, his stationary, nor in 
any document demonstrating his expertise.    Isaac Smith - Certificate Number 81 
 

Did You Know….    Emeritus Membership 

 

Retired members must submit a written request to the GFOAA Board of Directors to obtain Emeritus status.  

Emeritus members enjoy such benefits as attending conferences at a reduced rate if CPE is needed or at no 

charge if CPE is not desired.  The Emeritus member does not pay an annual membership fee.   
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Governor Kay Ivey praised the Alabama Department of Finance and State Finance Director  

Clinton Carter for selecting Dr. Kathleen D. Baxter as the state comptroller and first woman to hold 
the position. Prior to the appointment, Dr. Baxter served as deputy state comptroller and as the 
acting state comptroller from January to July 2017. The state comptroller serves as the chief ac-
countant in state government and is responsible for maintaining fiscal accounts, ordering pay-
ments into and out of state funds, and preparing state financial reports. 
  
“I am proud to see a well-qualified female selected for such an important position,” Governor Ivey 
said. “I appreciate State Finance Director Clinton Carter for making the selection. Dr. Baxter has a 
long, successful career working for the people of Alabama and now her dedication is being recog-
nized.” 
  
Dr. Baxter has worked in the Alabama Comptroller’s Office for 24 years and has a total of 27 years 
of state service. She began her state career at the State Military Department in 1990 as an ac-
countant. In 1993, she transferred to the Finance Department to continue the upgrade and support 
of the then new Financial Resource Management System (FRMS). After the completion of that 
project, she continued with the State Comptroller’s Office where she served in several capacities, 
including being actively involved in upgrades to the state’s financial management systems.   
  
She was also an accounting instructor at Auburn University Montgomery (AUM) and has remained 
involved with AUM’s State Initiative Program that provides educational opportunities in accounting 
for the state’s workforce. 
  
A proponent of lifelong learning, Dr. Baxter is a Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM), 
Certified Public Manager (CPM) and is a graduate of Prattville High School, Trenholm Technical 
College (AAS - Culinary Arts), Auburn University Montgomery (BSBA - Accounting and MBA - 
Governmental Accounting) and Auburn University (PhD – Public Administration and Public Policy). 
  
She and her husband, Darrin, have been married for 28 years and are residents of Prattville, Ala-
bama. They have two sons and one daughter-in-law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Baxter is a long time member of GFOAA and currently serves as a director of the organization.  
GFOAA congratulates Dr. Kathleen Baxter on the well deserved appointment. 
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UP C OMI N G  EVE N TS  

GFOAA Summer Conference and Training 

Program 

August 16-18, 2017 

Hampton Inn and Suites Orange Beach/Gulf Front 

25518 Perdido Beach Blvd. 

Orange Beach, AL 36561  

For registration and other conference information,  

click here. 

 

GFOAA Quarterly Board Meeting 

August 16, 2017 
Hampton Inn and Suites Orange Beach/Gulf Front 

25518 Perdido Beach Blvd. 

Orange Beach, AL 36561  

10:00 a.m. 

 

CGAT 
Certified Government Accounting Technician 

 

August 24, 2017– Purchasing—A/P (elective) 

November 2, 2017—Billing– A/R (elective) 

January 11, 2018—Payroll (elective) 

 

 

All classes to be held at the University of Alabama  

Bryant Conference Center 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama  

from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

 

Registration fee $150.00 

(Includes Lunch) 

 

For additional information, click here.  

Governmental Accounting and  

Auditing Forum 

December 14—15, 2017 
Birmingham Marriott 

3590 Grandview Parkway 

Birmingham, AL  

 

GFOAA Quarterly Board Meeting 

December 14, 2017 

Birmingham Marriott 

3590 Grandview Parkway 

Birmingham, AL  

5:00 p.m. 

Come Enjoy the Beach!  

 

2017 GFOAA Summer  

Conference and  

Training Program 

 

August 16-18, 2017 

Hampton Inn and Suites  

Orange Beach/Gulf Front 

25518 Perdido Beach Blvd. 

Orange Beach, AL 36561  

16 Hours CPE 

 

http://gfoaa.org/meetinginfo.php?id=27
http://gfoaa.org/CGAT_Certification


The Quarterly Board of Directors meeting was held February 

22, 2017 in Birmingham, Alabama.  President Allison Edge 
called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.  Minutes of the No-

vember 30, 2016 board meeting held in Birmingham, Ala-
bama were reviewed and approved.  The Board also approved 

minutes from specially called board meetings held February 7 

and 13, 2017.   

 

Treasurer’s Report—Treasurer Melissa Woods presented the 

treasurer’s report as of January 31, 2017 reporting net assets 
of $163,838.31.  The 2017-2018 budget was disculled.  Spe-

cifically mentioned were changes addressed in the new 
budget for the following line items:  CGFO dues, interest, sup-

plies, software, accounting review, CGAT program expenses, 
national GFOA expenses, and credit card fees.  The board was 

reminded that bank statements would be attached to the 
treasurer’s report in the future.  The treasurer’s report with 

requested changes was approved unanimously. 
 

Scholarships, Awards, and Service-Melinda James Lopez 

distributed a revised scholarship application for review.  Ms. 

Lopez highlighted the recommended administrative changes 
necessary to streamline the application process.  President 

Edge stated that it has been mentioned that Diane Scott with 
RSA is deserving of an award for the work that she has accom-

plished on GASB 68 implementation.  Keren Deal will write the 
award presentation and it will be presented to her at the 

GFOAA annual conference. 

 

Certification Board and CGAT – Sarah Williams reported 

that CGFO renewals are almost done.  There are two revoca-

tions, Isaac Smith and Travis Hulsey; this will be reported in 

the next newsletter to inform them that they can no longer use 

the designation.  Twenty renewals were completed.  President 

Edge reported that all CGAT instructors are in place for 2017 

and posted on the website.  The annual CGAT conference is 

set for June 22, 2017 in Prattville.     

Administrative Assistant -Jamie Moyers reported that ‘like’ 

addresses for members are complete in Star Chapter.  Kath-
leen Baxter recommended that the ‘mass mailing’ box be 

checked to ensure that members are receiving all mailings.  
Sarah Williams will see if this can be a default setting.  It was 

discussed that retired members are not contacted about 
Emeritus status.  Charles Clack will include in the newsletter 

that a request must be made to the board by retired member 
in order to receive Emeritus status. 

 

Membership – Keren Deal reported that GFOAA will have a 

booth at the League of Municipalities conference in May to 

promote the organization.  GFOAA will also have two advertise-

ments in the League’s magazine that is published semi-

annually.   

Governmental Relations – Erika Sprouse reported that the 

legislature was in session as of February 7, 2017.  She re-
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capped several bills that the City of Auburn was tracking 

closely. President Edge recommended that the board follow the 

legislative sessions if they do not already for perspective for 

their respective employer. 

GAAF Conference – President Edge reported that she, Derek 

Reeves, and Melinda Lopez met with the GAAF conference com-

mittee.  The conference is slated for Thursday and Friday, De-
cember  14 and 15, 2017 at the Birmingham Marriott.  Treas-

urer Woods reported that she received a check from GAAF from 
the conference in December.  President Edge reported that the 

last conference was the most profitable over the last few years. 
 

Annual 2017 Conference—President Edge read an email 

from conference chairperson Travis Hulsey stating that Hoover 

is pleased to host the annual conference with an exciting line 

up of speakers.  The conference was approved for 16 hours of 

CPE, including 4.5 hours of Accounting and Auditing.  115 at-

tendees and 50 sponsor participants are expected to attend 

the conference.  

Summer Conference 2017—President Edge, conference 

chairperson, reported that the summer conference is sched-

uled for August 16-18, 2017 at the Hampton Inn in Orange 

Beach.   

New Business— 

Auditing Review - President Edge reported that the executive 

committee sent requests for proposal for auditing review ser-

vices.  She presented the results and recommended that Ma-

chen McChesney from Auburn be awarded the bid.    

New Committees - President Edge reported that the executive 

committee decided that the committees should meet in person 

in April in conjunction with the board meeting.  The board de-

cided that the committees will meet in conjunction with the 

summer conference and the GAAF conference since the mem-

bers will likely attend already. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:41a.m. 

For a complete copy of the minutes, contact President Keren 

Deal or any board member. 

 
 

 

 

 



Call to Order and Opening Remarks 

 
President Allison Edge called the meeting to order at 12:40 

p.m. in Birmingham, Alabama and welcomed everyone to the 
annual business meeting.  She recognized the conference 

sponsors, the conference committee, and the current officers 
and directors. 

 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Minutes from the February 4, 2016 annual business meeting 
held in Tuscaloosa, Alabama were presented.  Charles Clack 

moved to accept the minutes.  Melissa Woods seconded the 
motion, and the membership unanimously approved the mo-

tion. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Kathy James presented the treasurer’s report as of January 
31, 2017 and the proposed budget for fiscal year 2017-2018.  

As of January 31, 2017, there was a combined bank balance 
in excess of $163,000.  Ms. James reviewed the proposed 

budget approved by the board on February 22, 2017. 
 

Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation 
 

President Edge presented a fourth amendment to the articles 
of incorporation adding students as a member class.  Along 

with this class comes a reduced membership fee and eligibility 
to attend the winter and summer conferences at reduced reg-

istration fees.   The board hopes that this new class will en-
courage students with an interest in government finance to 

become a part of the organization. 
 

Barbi Lee made a motion to accept the change.  Keren Deal 
seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Amendments to the Bylaws 
 

President Edge presented proposed changes to the bylaws of 
the organization. The first change proposes the order reversal 

of the secretary and treasurer officer positions with the secre-
tary position being the first officer position.  The board feels 

this will help the new officer gain more knowledge of the or-
ganization prior to serving as treasurer. 

 
The second change proposes a complete restructure of the 

organization’s committees.  This restructure plan is the result 
of a strategic planning session that the board held in Septem-

ber.  The board feels the restructuring will better serve the 
membership.  The restructuring includes: 

Professional development committee replaces the certifica-
tion board, the education committee, the CGAT committee, 

and the scholarship and awards portion of the scholarship, 
award, and service committee.  The first vice president will 

lead this committee. 
Communication and engagement committee replaces the 

government relations committee and the service portion of the 
scholarship, award, and service committee.  The immediate 
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past president will lead this committee. 
Furthermore, these committees will include four members of 

GFOAA that do not currently serve on the board. 
 

Sarita Tapscott made a motion to accept the changes.  Melissa 
Woods seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
Nominations for 2017-2018 Officers and Directors 

 
President Edge presented the slate of officers and directors for 

2017-2018.  Charles Clack made a motion to close the nomi-
nations, Sarah Williams seconded, and it carried unanimously.  

Melissa Woods moved to accept the slate of officers and direc-
tors as presented.  Sarah Williams seconded the motion, and 

the membership unanimously voted in favor. 
 

Special Recognition 
 

Keren Deal recognized Diane Scott, Chief Financial Officer for 
Retirement Systems of Alabama, for her work with GFOAA mem-

bers on compliance with new GASB Statements 67 and 68. 
 

Dr. Deal presented Sarah Williams with the 2017 Kamnikar 
award for her outstanding service contributions to GFOAA.  Dr. 

Deal acknowledged Ms. Williams’ passion for GFOAA and her 
willingness to go above and beyond for the organization. 

 
Recognition of Outgoing Officers and Directors 

 

President Edge recognized and thanked the outgoing directors 
and officers, Melinda Lopez, Melissa Woods, Elizabeth Howell, 

and Barbi Lee. 
 

Recognition of Past Presidents 
 

Robert Stabler, Mike Wright, Sarah Williams, Charles Clack, 
Melinda Lopez, Travis Hulsey, Steven Boone, Bill Flowers, Clara 

Myers, Derek Reeves, and Roger Rendleman were recognized 
and thanked for attending. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
President Edge announced the upcoming CGAT classes, listed 

on the GFOAA website.  Other upcoming events include: 
GFOA national conference, May 22-24, 2017 in Denver, Colo-

rado 
GFOAA summer conference, August 16-18, 2017 in Orange 

Beach, Alabama 
GAAF update, December 14-15, 2017 in Birmingham, Alabama 

GFOAA annual conference, February 21-23, 2018 in Huntsville, 
Alabama 

 
Adjournment 

 
President Edge adjourned the meeting at 1:12 p.m. 

 
 



President: 

Keren Deal   

Office: 334-244-3971   

kdeal@aum.edu 

 

First Vice President: 

Sarita Tapscott    

Office: 256-426-6663  

stapscott@mscs.k12.al.us 

 

Second Vice President: 

Derek Reeves 

Office: 205-248-5513 

dreeves@tuscaloosa.com  

 

Secretary: 

Barbi Lee 

Office: 334-242-2997 

Barbi.lee@ethics.alabama.gov 

  

Treasurer: 

Kathy James  

Office: 334-501-7234 

kjames@auburnalabama.org 
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Associate Director 

Mike Diehl 

Office: 850-466-4053    

mike.diehl@suntrust.com  

 

Immediate Past President 

Allison D. Edge  

Office: 334-501-7233 

aedge@auburnalabama.org 

 

 Administrative Assistant 

Jamie Moyers 

Office: 334-312-2770 

mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com   

 

Public Information Officer 

Charles Clack 

Office:334-353-8070 

Charles.clack@revenue.alabama.gov 

 

 

 

Directors:  

Donald L. Mims   

Office: 334-832-1212 

donaldmims@mc-ala.org   

 

Cody Patterson  

Office: 706-321-2224, ext.7106  

pattersonc@russellcsd.net 

 

Kathleen Baxter 

Office: 334-242-4857 

kathleen.baxter@finance.alabama.gov   

 

Kelly Brendle 

Office: 334-242-6379 

brendlek@dot.state.al.us  
 

Cathy C. Hoekenschnieder  

Office: 256-427-5087  

cathy.hoeken@huntsvilleal.gov   

 

Erika K. Sprouse  

Office: 334-501-7235   

esprouse@auburnalabama.org    

GFOAA Office Administration 

Please notify Jamie Moyers to change your address, or other pertinent information,  

at the following address: 

P. O. Box 240574 

Montgomery, AL 36124-0574 

Phone: 334–312-2770 or 

 Email: mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com  

mailto:kdeal@mail.aum.edu
mailto:stapscott@mscs.k12.al.us
mailto:dreeves@tuscaloosa.com
mailto:barbi.lee@ethics.alabama.gov
mailto:kjames@auburnalabama.org
mailto:mike.diehl@suntrust.com
mailto:aedge@auburnalabama.org
mailto:mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com
mailto:Charles.clack@revenue.alabama.gov
mailto:donaldmims@mc-ala.org
mailto:pattersonc@russellcsd.net
mailto:kathleen.baxter@finance.alabama.gov
mailto:brendlek@dot.state.al.us
mailto:cathy.hoeken@huntsvilleal.gov
mailto:esprouse@auburnalabama.org
mailto:mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com
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Professional Development Committee 

Sarita Tapscott, First Vice President 

Office: 256-426-6663  

stapscott@mscs.k12.al.us 

 

 

Communication and Engagement Committee 

Allison D. Edge, Immediate Past President  

Office: 334-501-7233 

aedge@auburnalabama.org 
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Professional Development Committee 

 

The Professional Development Committee is responsible for the Certified Government Finance 

 Officer (CGFO) program, the Certified Governmental Accounting Technician (CGAT) program,  

Education and Conferences, and Scholarships and Awards. 

 

Communication and Engagement Committee 

 

 The Communication and Engagement Committee is responsible for: 

 

 Governmental Relations— Monitors legislative issues and provides a summary of bills passed 

that impact the membership. 

 

 Service—Developes and maintains outreach and community service projects for member in-

volvement. 

 

 Communications and Marketing—Promotes GFOAA through effective marketing and promotes 

the Scholarship and Awards programs. 

mailto:stapscott@mscs.k12.al.us
mailto:aedge@auburnalabama.org


P. O. Box 240574 

Montgomery, AL 

 36124-0574 
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                The Alabama Journal of Government Finance 

 

Editor: Charles W. Clack 

57 Blue Pine Lane 

Wetumpka, Alabama  36093 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Government Finance Officers Association 
of Alabama is to provide a professional association for gov-
ernment finance personnel dedicated to professional develop-

ment, educational opportunities, and collaboration. 


