
Government Finance Off icers  Associa tion of  A labama  

As another year has passed, I would like to 

take this time to introduce myself as the 2014

-2015 President of the Government Finance 

Officers Association of Alabama (GFOAA).  For 

those of you who may not know me, I am em-

ployed at the City of Hoover, where my current 

position is the Director of Information Manage-

ment & Reporting.  I have worked in various 

positions at the City for the last 17 years, in-

cluding in the Development Office, as well as 

the Finance Department.  I have had the privi-

lege of being involved in GFOAA since 2006, 

and what a great group of people I have gotten 

to know during that time.  I look forward to 

continuing all that my predecessors have done 

and accomplished with this organization. 

 

GFOAA is an organization comprised of many 

people over the years that have made it suc-

cessful.  This past year was no different.  I 

would like to thank our outgoing President, 

Derek Reeves with the City of Tuscaloosa, who 

served as President for the 2013-2014 year.  

Derek has always been extremely helpful and I 

look forward to more help from him as I transi-

tion to President.  I would also like to thank 

Carole Heggeman, Chief Financial Officer with 

the Mobile Community Corrections Center, for 

her service as our organization’s Treasurer for 

the past two years. 

 

Our first quarterly board meeting was held 

May 9th in Montgomery, Alabama.  Sarah Wil-

liams, who works with the Office of the United 

States Bankruptcy Administrator, once again 

organized the meeting place for us.  After the 

board meeting to conduct the business of 

GFOAA, the board held a planning session to 

address the following activities:  1) discuss the 

bylaws and operations manual in order to get 

new board members and positions up to 

speed on their roles and responsibilities, 2) 

discuss various goals for the organization 

throughout the year, and 3) assign various 

tasks to committees in order to further those 

goals, as applicable. 

 

In order to make our planning process a suc-

cess, as we go through this next year and be-

yond, we need input from you the member-

ship.  If there are any suggestions that you 

have to enhance GFOAA and the education it 

provides to you and your organizations, please 

do not hesitate to contact me.  Also, if you are 

willing to volunteer for future opportunities 

and get involved with our organization, let me 

know that too.  The GFOAA was established as 

a statewide organization that would focus on 

the needs of those individuals responsible for 

or involved in the financial arena of a govern-

mental entity or other not-for-profit organiza-

tion.  The only way we can focus on your needs 

is if you let us know what those needs are and 

how GFOAA can help meet them. 

 

Speaking of education, in February, we had a 

great annual conference that was held in the 

City of Mobile.  I would like to thank the follow-

ing members of the annual conference com-

mittee for all of their hard work with that 

event: Linda Steele, Forensic Financial Group; 

Relya Mallory, Marilyn McMillan, Celia Sapp, 

and Jackie Long, all employed with the City of 

Mobile; Velisa Gilchrist and Brenda Driscoll, 

Mobile County; Renee Reese, Charles Clack, 

and Barbie Lee, State of Alabama, and also 

Melinda Clack who always handles the confer-

ence registrations so well. 

 

Our summer conference is being held in Or-

ange Beach, Alabama from August 20th thru 

22nd and the conference theme is Charting the 

Course to Excellence in Governmental Finan-

cial Management.       
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FROM  TH E  PR ESI D EN T  
( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  PA G E  1 )  

 

 

 Kelly Brendle, who works with the Alabama Department 

of Transportation, is the conference chair and we look 

forward to that event and what her conference commit-

tee has planned.  See our website at www.gfoaa.org for 

more details. 

 

In addition to our two conferences, GFOAA also has a 

certification program for employees at many levels in an 

organization.  The purpose of the Certified Governmental 

Accounting Technician (CGAT) Program is to improve the 

professional, administrative and fiscal skills of candi-

dates through a series of courses approved by GFOAA in 

the areas of General Ledger, Fund Accounting, Purchas-

ing/Accounts Payable, Payroll, Billings/Accounts Receiv-

able, and our newest course on Budgeting.  I highly en-

courage you to let all departments in your organization 

know about this program.  It is beneficial not only for 

staff working in the finance department, but also staff in 

other departments that deal with finance related issues. 

 

Another upcoming event is the annual conference with 

GFOA national that will be held May 18th thru the 21st in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota.  For those of you who have 

never attended a GFOA national conference, it is one of 

the most professional national conferences and has a 

breadth of topical sessions that covers all things govern-

ment finance.  Even if you cannot make it this year, I 

highly encourage you to budget this event (and our local 

GFOAA events) next year.  It will be money well spent! 

 

Finally, Charles Clack, who works with the Alabama De-

partment of Revenue, does a great job putting this news-

letter together.  We always seek great stories or innova-

tions in order to put them in the newsletter.  If you have 

any suggestions, please send me those and I will forward 

them for review.  We want the newsletter to represent 

not only GFOAA happenings, but also ideas or stories that 

affect your organization that may also be relevant or in-

teresting to the rest of us. 

 

In closing, I look forward to serving as your President 

during this next year.  I would again encourage you to 

contact me at any time with questions or comments that 

you may have regarding our organization.  I hope you all 

have a great summer. 

 Melinda James Lopez 

 (205) 444-7612 

 jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us 

Past GFOAA Presidents attending the Annual Meeting are  

Front Row: Clara Myers, Linda Steele, Sarah Williams, Gene 

Stabler, Judy Kamnikar, Ed Kamnikar.  Back Row: Charles 

Clack, Steve Boone, Roger Rendleman, Bill Flowers. 

Incoming GFOAA President Melinda Lopez presents outgo-

ing President Derek Reeves with a plaque recognizing his 

service to the organization. 

http://www.gfoaa.org
mailto:jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us


 

The GFOAA 30th Annual Conference was held February 23 – 26, 2014 at the Battle House Ren-

aissance Mobile Hotel and Spa in Mobile, Alabama. 

 

The conference opened Monday afternoon with sessions on “Consumer Use and Rental Tax,” “Healthcare Re-

form,” and “The Alabama Ethics Law.”  An opening reception was held at the Renaissance Mobile Riverview Plaza 

Hotel during which two Mardi Gras parades rolled on the streets of Mobile.  Lots of beads, cups, moon pies, etc. 

were caught as they were thrown from the floats! 

 

Tuesday morning we were welcomed by  Colby Cooper, Chief of Staff, City of Mobile followed by a "GASB Update,"  

"Practical Security Policies," "Team Building," "Grants Management," and "White Collar Crime."  The session on 

Team Building proved to be very entertaining as well as informative.  Look for photos of the Spaghetti Towers in 

this newsletter!  Tuesday evening, dinner was served in the beautiful Crystal Ballroom.  Again parades rolled and 

many more moon pies, beads, and trinkets were gathered by spectators. 

 

The conference sessions Wednesday morning began with information on the Mobile Area Chamber of Com-

merce's program "Advantage Mobile."  Other sessions included "Financial Statement Fraud," and "Pensions- 

GASB 67 & 68."   
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GFOAA 30T H  AN N UA L  CO N F E RE NC E  
MO BI LE ,  AL A BA MA  

GFOAA 30th Annual Conference Sponsors… 

 
 BBVA Compass    New World Systems   

 Wells Fargo     The PFM Group    

 Trustmark     Tyler Technologies  

 Beason & Nalley    Vendor Registry    

 Sungard Public Sector   SunTrust 

 BNY Mellon     MCCa 

 Regions Corporate Trust   Mauldin & Jenkins 

 Standard & Poor’s Rating Services  

 

Thank you! 
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GFOAA 30T H  AN N UA L  
CO N FE R E NC E  PH O TO S  

 

 



GFOAA Quarterly Board Meeting 

 
August 20, 2014 * 9:30 a.m. 

Hampton Inn and Suites Orange Beach  

25518 Perdido Beach Blvd. 

Orange Beach, AL 36561 

Details TBA.  
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UP COM I N G  EV EN TS  

 

 
Certified Government Accounting Technician  

 

May 22, 2014—Fund Accounting  

August 28, 2014—Purchasing/Accounts Payable 

November  6, 2014—Billing/Accounts Receivable 

 

All classes to be held at the University of Alabama 

Bryant Conference Center 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 

p.m. 

 

Registration fee $150.00 

(Includes Lunch) 

 

Registration forms available by clicking here or by 

email to tcroom@tuscaloosa.com 

 

 

 

CGAT Summer Conference 

 

June 18—19, 2014 

Staybridge Suites—EastChase 

7800 EastChase Parkway 

Montgomery,  Alabama  36117 

 

For Program Information, contact Tracy Croom 

tcroom@tuscaloosa.com 

GFOAA  Summer Conference 

 

August 20—22, 2014 

Hampton Inn and Suites  

25518 Perdido Beach Blvd. 

Orange Beach, Alabama  36561 

 

Accommodations: 

 

For reservations: 1-251-923-4400 (rate code is GFO) or 

http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/

M/MOBOBHX-GFO-20140819/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG. 

Conference rates: $134/night (inland); $149 (side view) and 

$164/night (beachfront); the group block dates are August 

19 thru 22. The special rates for Friday and Saturday nights, 

8/22 and 8/23, are $172 (inland)/$187 (side)/$202 

(beachfront) per night. The hotel rate includes a Deluxe Con-

tinental Breakfast.  

. 

Attendee Registration Form 

Sponsor/Vendor Registration Information  

 

http://gfoaa.org/docs/CGAT%20Registration%20Form-FA%202013.pdf
mailto:tcroom@tuscaloosa.com
mailto:tcroom@tuscaloosa.com
http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/M/MOBOBHX-GFO-20140819/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG.
http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/M/MOBOBHX-GFO-20140819/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG.
http://gfoaa.org/docs/Attendee%20Registration%20Form.pdf
http://gfoaa.org/docs/Sponsor%20Forms%20-%202014%20SC.pdf


The Quarterly Board of Directors meeting was held De-

cember 11, 2013 at the BBVA Compass Executive Din-

ing Room in Birmingham, Alabama.  President Derek 

Reeves called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m.  

Minutes of the August 14, 2013 board meeting held in 

Orange Beach, Alabama were reviewed and approved.      

Treasurer’s Report—Carole Heggeman presented the 

financial statements as of November 30, 2013.  The 

Treasurer’s Report was approved. Carole also presented 

the 2014-2015 proposed budget.   There was discus-

sion of purchasing or leasing a laptop computer, projec-

tor, and microphones to used at conferences.  Keren 

Deal will look into options and report to the board.  

There was also discussion of improving the website.   

Administrative Assistant — Charles Clack suggested 

that the laptop that Jamie Moyers uses needs to be up-

dated.  Carole Heggemen stated that this laptop, equip-

ment for conferences, and potential website improve-

ments/maintenance could be purchased from the cur-

rent budget; there are funds available.  Melinda Lopez 

moved to amend the current budget, moving $5,000 

from scholarships to supplies and/or equipment and to 

expend these funds for the items above, after research 

is done.  

Certification Board and CGAT-  Tracy Croom provided 

a CGAT report to Derek who presented it at the meeting.  

Derek reported that to date, for the 2013-2014 period, 

the CGAT program has 110 attendees, and 22 gradu-

ates.  Overall, the program has trained 1,290 attendees 

and issued 233 certificates.  Tracy would like to con-

tract with the University of Alabama to plan the CGAT 

conference in Montgomery.  Derek requested Board 

approval for Tracy to sign a new contract with the Uni-

versity of Alabama for next year’s CGAT classes.  The 

request was approved. 

Scholarships, Awards, and Service—– Russell Raney 

reported that three applications have been received for 

scholarships.  Two of these met the qualifications.  He 

will be sending two letters of award.  No nominations for 

achievement awards have been received.  Russell Ra-

ney pointed out that the new scholarships deadlines for 

this year were not communicated to the educational 

institutions.  Extending the deadline would allow more 

time for applications to be accepted for this scholarship 

period.  Russell will send an email to the department 

heads of affected schools notifying them of the new 

deadline.   
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Q U A R T E R L Y  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  M E E T I N G  
B I R M I N G H A M ,  A L A B A M A  
D E C E M B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 1 3  

Membership—Derek reported that Charles Clack is 

working on a membership brochure.  The new member-

ship/conference registration forms discussed at the Au-

gust meeting were not used for the 2014 conference.  

With potential changes to the website, conference regis-

tration will likely be online for 2015.  Melinda Lopez in-

quired again about the Finance Directors’ list.    Melinda 

suggested that we email the GAAF attendees requesting 

their organization’s Finance Director with contact infor-

mation.   

Governmental Update-  Charla Doucet reported that 

the regular 2014 session begins on January 14.  There 

were 63 House bills pre-filed.   At the national level, tax 

reform is expected to be dead this year, but she expects 

the reform to be alive next year.  The priority is to pre-

serve the exemption for state and/or local bond interest 

and to keep the deduction for state and/or local taxes for 

individuals.  Charla reported that the Marketplace Fair-

ness Act will probably not come to fruition this session.  

Also noted are regulatory issues; the SEC is looking into 

regulations on investments that could affect the overall 

cost of issue, specifically on money market and mutual 

fund investments.  The IRS has pending rules concerning 

swaps that will affect issuers.  Charla also reported that 

Moody’s Investors Services does intend to incorporate 

pension obligations into its ratings system.  Standard and 

Poor’s is also evaluating pension obligations.   

2014 Annual Conference—Celia Sapp reported that 

everything is on track.  The agenda has been set and the 

registration forms have been sent.  There will be a recep-

tion the first night and a Mardi Gras ball the second 

night.  

 New Business-  Derek presented the annual contracts 

for renewal.  The Administrative Assistant Contract, the 

Newsletter Publishing Agreement, and the Web Mainte-

nance and Hosting Services Contract will expire in March 

2014.  The Board will review the contracts and the Ex-

ecutive Committee will approve them.  The website 

agreement will be amended pending research by Keren 

Deal on other website alternatives. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

 

For a complete copy of the minutes, contact Melinda 

Lopez or any of the committee chairs. 



President: 

Melinda James Lopez  

Office: 205-444-7612 

jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us 

 

First Vice President: 

Kelly Brendle  

Office: 334-242-6379 

brendlek@dot.state.al.us 

 

Second Vice President: 

 Allison D. Edge  

Office: 334-501-7233 

aedge@auburnalabama.org  

 

Secretary: 

Keren Deal   

Office: 334-244-3561   

kdeal@aum.edu 

 

Treasurer: 

Sarita Tapscott    

Office: 256-426-6663 

stapscott@alabastercityschools.org 
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BOAR D  OF  D I R EC TO R S  A ND  
OF FI C ER S  
A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 1 4 — M A R C H  3 1 ,  2 0 1 5  

Associate Director 

Donna Cooper  

Office: 334-409-7264 

Donna.Cooper@BBVACompass.com   

 

Immediate Past President 

Derek Reeves 

Office: 205-248-5175 

dreeves@tuscaloosa.com 

 

 Administrative Assistant 

Jamie Moyers 

Office: 334-312-2770 

mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com   

 

Public Information Officer 

Charles Clack 

Office:334-353-8070 

Charles.clack@revenue.alabama.gov 

 

 

Directors:  

 

Nancy Wilson    

Office: 251-929-0346  

nancy.wilson@cofairhope.com 

 

Celia Sapp  

Office: 251-208-7803     

sappc@cityofmobile.org  

 

Relya Mallory   

Office: 251-208-7169      

mallory@cityofmobile.org  

 

Melissa Woods    

Office: 205-739-7132   

woodsm@ci.hoover.al.us  

 

Elizabeth Howell  

Office: 251-574-8399 

ehowell@mobile-county.net  

 

Carly Standridge  

Office: 205-248-5001 

cstandridge@tuscaloosa.com  

GFOAA Office Administration 

Please notify Jamie Moyers to change your address, or other pertinent information,  

at the following address: 

P. O. Box 240574 

Montgomery, AL 36124-0574 

Phone: 334–312-2770 or 

 Email: mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com  

mailto:jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us
mailto:brendlek@dot.state.al.us
mailto:aedge@auburnalabama.org
mailto:kdeal@mail.aum.edu
mailto:stapscott@alabastercityschools.org
mailto:Donna.Cooper@BBVACompass.com
mailto:dreeves@tuscaloosa.com
mailto:mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com
mailto:Charles.clack@revenue.alabama.gov
mailto:nancy.wilson@cofairhope.com
mailto:sappc@cityofmobile.org
mailto:mallory@cityofmobile.org
mailto:woodsm@ci.hoover.al.us
mailto:ehowell@mobile-county.net
mailto:cstandridge@tuscaloosa.com
mailto:mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com


$$ money ta lk  $$  

Certification Board 

Sarah Williams, CGFO 

Office:  334-954-3907 

Sarah_williams@almba.uscourts.gov 

 

Education  

Melinda James Lopez  

Office: 205-444-7612 

jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us 

 

 

 

 

Governmental Relations  

Charla Doucet 

Office: 334-242-7305 

Cdoucet@ago.state.al.us 

 

Membership 

Kelly Brendle  

Office: 334-242-6379 
brendlek@dot.state.al.us 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships & Service 

Derek Reeves 

Office: 205-248-5175 

dreeves@tuscaloosa.com 

Page 8  

CO MMI TTEE  FU N C TION S  

CO MMI TTEE  CHA IR P ER SO N S  

Membership Committee 

 

The Membership Committee shall promote and encourage membership in GFOAA and is responsible for the annual 

 membership directory. 

 

Government Relations Committee 

 

The Government Relations Committee shall monitor and report on legislative action affecting governmental finance 

 and promote intergovernmental cooperation. 

 

Education Committee 

The Education Committee shall establish, organize and promote educational programs within the membership. 

 

Scholarship, Awards and Service Committee 

 

The Scholarship, Awards and Service Committee is responsible for the administration of the scholarship and awards 

program.  The committee is also responsible for implementing and monitoring service projects as assigned. 

 

Strategic Planning Committee 

 

 The Strategic Planning Committee is responsible for preparing the long-range plans to meet the organization’s goals 

 and objectives.  The committee is also responsible for communicating the plan to each committee.  The committee 

 will serve as the monitoring entity for the committee projects associated with the strategic plan. 

mailto:sarah_williams@almba.uscourts.gov
mailto:jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us
mailto:Cdoucet@ago.state.al.us
mailto:brendlek@dot.state.al.us
mailto:dreeves@tuscaloosa.com


P. O. Box 240574 

Montgomery, AL 

 36124-0574 

Government 
Finance Off icers  

Association of  
A labama 

The following individuals have not supplied renewal information for their 

CGFO certificates: therefore, they no longer have CGFO status.  They are not 

permitted to use the designation (initials) on their business cards, their 

stationary, nor in any document demonstrating their expertise. 

 

Steve Richey   Certificate #83  

Sheila Williams-Hester   Certificate #65   

 

 

  $$ MONEY  TALK  $$  
                The Alabama Journal of Government Finance 

 

Editor: Charles W. Clack 

57 Blue Pine Lane 

Wetumpka, Alabama  36093 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the 
Government Finance 
Officers Association of 
Alabama is to provide a 
professional associa-
tion for government 
finance personnel dedi-
cated to enabling its 
members to provide 
quality professional 
service to their con-
stituents with the high-
est level of integrity. 

CGFO RE VOC AT I ONS  




