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Where has the summer gone!  It seems 

like yesterday that my two boys were get-

ting out for the summer break.  We even 

discussed how this summer would be the 

longest one they had seen, due to the 

state-mandated school starting date of 

August 20th.  Well, before you know it, a 

couple of vacations have come and gone 

and the lazy days of summer are over.  

This is a big year for the boys because 

one moved on to his freshman year of 

high school while the other left elemen-

tary behind to begin middle school.  It 

seems that the beginning and end of my 

year coincides with the academic calen-

dar.  That makes sense, since I am the 

CFO of a school system and I still have 

school age children.  As a result, I tend to 

be more reflective and establish goals 

during this part of the year more than any 

other. 

 

As I was thinking about what to write, my 

eyes were drawn to a book that I keep on 

the shelf in my office.  It is very special to 

me for a couple of reasons.  First, it was 

given to me several years ago by one of 

my dearest friends as I transitioned to a 

new job.  It had been given to him years 

ago at graduation by his principal at Cle-

burne County High School.  It was only the 

second time his principal had ever pre-

sented this book to anyone.  His principal 

at the time was Robert Morton, who later 

became the Superintendent of Cleburne 

County Schools, and finally the Assistant 

Superintendent in charge of Finance and 

Administration at the Alabama Depart-

ment of Education.  Robert Morton was a 

tremendous help to me when I started in 

public school finance over 14 years ago, 

and he was a champion for K-12 funding 

during his tenure at the State Department 

of Education.  I consider it an honor to 

have the actual copy he presented to my 

friend so many years ago. 

 

The book he gave me is titled I Dare You! 

written by William H. Danforth.  Mr. Dan-

forth was the Founder and Chairman of 

the Board for Ralston Purina Company.  

He wrote this book to provide inspiration 

and a challenge to his employees, family 

and personal friends.  Over time, the 

books were passed from one person to 

another and became so popular that they 

are still in print today.  In his book, he in-

troduced his famous checkerboard illus-

tration.  He proposed that four key com-

ponents in life need to be in balance.  He 

describes the four components as: physi-

cal, mental, social & religious.  He went 

on to explain, that in order to be healthy, 

you need the four squares to stay in bal-

ance and not let one area develop at the 

expense of the other. 
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FRO M  TH E  PR E S I D E NT…    
( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 )  

In the book, he dares the reader to be strong, think 

creatively, develop a magnetic personality, build char-

acter, share and launch out into the deep.  These are 

the things that make the four-fold life a possibility.  He 

states ―the four-fold life is yours because underneath 

a body which is under control and a mind keen as a 

brier and a personality that sparkles at every contact, 

there is a religion with truth, honesty, and purity at its 

base.‖  As I begin a ―new year‖, I am challenging my-

self to keep things in perspective and work to keep my 

four squares in balance.  It is so easy to let one area 

of our life dominate the others, but I urge you to make 

it a priority to keep your life focused and in balance. 

 

 

I want to commend Derek Reeves on an outstanding 

Summer Conference last week.  If you were not able to 

make it, then you missed a great time of fun and 

learning.  We had 94 attendees, vendors and spon-

sors present for the three-day conference.  Thanks 

again to our vendors and sponsors.  We could not put 

on such a successful conference without your help. 

 

 

 

In closing, I want to encourage you to be more in-

volved in GFOAA.  We are a member-run organization, 

and everyone has something to offer.  It can be in-

timidating to try something new, but it can also be 

very rewarding.  As accountants, we are accustomed 

to our routines, and it can cause us to be complai-

sant at times.  In my department, we are implement-

ing a paperless initiative along with electronic docu-

ment workflows.  I will have to admit that it is intimi-

dating at times, but one of my favorite quotes is: 

―Unless you try something beyond what you have al-

ready mastered, you will never grow.‖  Don’t be afraid 

to try something new.  Please contact me or one of 

the other officers/directors if you have any questions. 

 

Please mark your calendars for upcoming CPE oppor-

tunities.  There will be CGAT classes offered in Tusca-

loosa on August 30, 2012 and November 8, 2012.  

Also, the 25th Annual Governmental Accounting and 

Auditing Forum will be held in Birmingham on Decem-

ber 5-6, 2012.  Please visit the website for more in-

formation on these and other CPE opportunities. 

 

                                                   Russell Raney 

 

PATR I C I A  AL D RI C H  W I N S  GFOAA 
ME M BE R S H I P   DRI V E !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patricia Aldrich, Comptroller, City of Mobile, won the membership 

drive competition having recruited three new members to GFOAA.  

Ms. Aldrich will enjoy two nights at the Hampton Inn and Suites in 

Orange Beach.  The membership drive occurred during the period 

June 1, 2012 through August 1, 2012.  Congratulations Pat and  

welcome to our new members! 
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GFOAA 2012 S U M M E R  CO N F E RE NC E  
OR A N GE  BE AC H ,  ALA BA MA  

The 2012 Summer Conference was held Wednesday, 

August 15 through Friday, August 17, 2012 at the 

Hampton Inn and Suites in Orange Beach, Alabama.  

Derek Reeves, conference chairperson, did a great job 

of putting together an informative program.  

 

The conference began Wednesday afternoon, with 

session topics “Utility Cost of Service and Rate De-

sign,‖ ―Audit Efficiency and Preparation,‖ and ―Bond 

Dept vs. Bank Debt.‖  A Welcome Reception was held 

that evening at the hotel and was enjoyed by all.   

 

Thursday morning, conference attendees were wel-

comed to the City of Orange Beach by Mayor Tony 

Kennon.  Session topics for the day included ―Recent 

Government Frauds and Lessons Learned,‖ 

―Municipal Benchmarking,‖  ―Alabama Immigration 

Law,‖ ―Managing Municipal Portfolios,‖ and ―Disaster 

Preparedness.‖ Dinner, sponsored by Regions, was 

held at the hotel and included delicious grilled steaks 

and oysters with all the trimmings.   

  

The conference ended Friday at noon after the annual 

GASB Update and an inspirational session.   

 

As always, everyone in attendance enjoyed the beauti-

ful location on Alabama’s Gulf Coast.   

 

 

 

 

“Why do we love the sea? It 
is because it has some po-
tent power to make us think 
things we like to think.” 
- Robert Henri 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Tony Kennon 

welcomes conference 

participants to Orange 

Beach. 
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CH RI S  SH E R R I LL ,  OW N E R  O F  STAYC ATI O N S ,  
GO E S  T O  TH E  OLY M PI C S !  

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

Chris Sherrill, owner of Staycations Catering, recently trav-

eled to London to cook for the U.S. Olympic team’s athletes 

and their families.  Chris and his wife Jenny have been ca-

tering the GFOAA Summer Conference for several years 

now. 

Chris is one of several chefs selected from the Gulf Coast 

to cook at the London Games.  He served a pan sautéed 

grouper over roasted red pepper soybean mousse with a 

smoked mullet cream sauce to highlight the great tastes of 

Alabama’s Gulf Coasts. All of the food was flown in from the 

U.S. 

―After 2010, it was important to me to rebuild my commu-

nity,‖ he said, referring to the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mex-

ico that year. ―The Gulf Coast as a whole pulled together. 

So, to be here in London to showcase the spirit and cuisine 

of the Gulf Coast is amazing.‖ 

―It lets people know that Alabama has 33 miles of pristine, 

beautiful beaches and people who have class and dignity 

and pride in their culture.‖ 

While In London, Chris visited the aquatics center to watch 

both the men and women’s swimming events. Team USA 

won a silver and gold medal while he was there. 

―And it’s not always about the USA dominating, there’s so 

much other stuff going on,‖ he said. ―I also saw a 15 year 

old Lithuanian girl win a gold medal for her small country 

for the first time in years. That was something cool to see.‖ 

In the aftermath of the BP oil spill, Chris and Jenny suffered 

losses due to the drop in tourist and catering business.  

GFOAA salutes them in there efforts to boldly let the public 

know how the oil spill affected the people and businesses 

of the Gulf Coast.  We are happy to have them as our ca-

terer for the Summer Conference and always enjoy what 

they prepare for us.   

 

Congratulations, Chris, on being selected to serve our 

Olympic athletes and we look forward to many more years 

of you and Jenny preparing food for our conference! 

Chris Sherrill recently traveled to London to prepare 

food for the U.S. Olympic team’s athletes and their 

families.  In the photo above, Chris is grilling steaks 

and oysters for Thursday’s dinner  during GFOAA’s 

2012 Summer Conference in Orange Beach.  Below, 

while in London, Chris visited the Aquatics Center to 

watch both the men’s and women’s swimming 

events. 



CGAT Classes 

August 30, 2012—Accounts Payable (elective) 

November 8, 2012—Accounts Receivable 

(elective) 

January 10, 2013—Payroll (elective) 

 

All classes to be held at the University of  

Alabama Bryant Conference Center Tuscaloosa, 

Alabama from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  

 

Registration fee $150.00  

(Includes Lunch)  

 

Registration forms 

available at 

www.gfoaa.org or by 

email to tcroom@tuscaloosa .com  
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UP COM I N G  EV EN TS  

GFOAA Quarterly Board Meeting 

 
February 27, 2013 

9:30—11:30 a.m. 

Renaissance Montgomery Hotel & Spa at the  

Convention Center   

201 Tallapoosa Street 

Montgomery, AL  36104  

 

 

 

GFOAA 29th Annual Conference 

 
February 27—March 1, 2013 

9:30—11:30 a.m. 

Renaissance Montgomery Hotel & Spa at the  

Convention Center   

201 Tallapoosa Street 

Montgomery, AL  36104  

 

Room rate: $129/night plus applicable taxes;  

Single or Double 

For reservations, call 1-877-545-0311 or use the link 

below 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mgmbr?groupCode=g

fogfoa&app=resvlink&fromDate=2/26/13&toDate=3/1/13 

 

Cut-off for reservations at the conference rate is Sun-

day, January 27, 2013 

 
Click here for sponsor registration/information 

Click here for program information 

Click here for Registration Form    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GFOAA Quarterly Board Meeting 

 
December 5, 2012 

Birmingham, AL  
 

Details TBA 

25th Annual Government Accounting and 

Auditing Forum 

 

December 5—6, 2012 

Birmingham Marriott Hotel 

3590 Grandview Parkway 

Birmingham, AL   35243 

16 hours CPE 

Details TBA 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mgmbr?groupCode=gfogfoa&app=resvlink&fromDate=2/26/13&toDate=3/1/13
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mgmbr?groupCode=gfogfoa&app=resvlink&fromDate=2/26/13&toDate=3/1/13
http://www.gfoaa.org/docs/Sponsorship%20Info%20-%20FINAL%20Form.pdf
http://www.gfoaa.org/docs/08%2013%2012%20Website%20Info%20re%202013%20AC.pdf
http://www.gfoaa.org/docs/2013%20Conference%20Registration%20Form%20-%20revised%2008%2021%2012%20%282%29.pdf


 

The Quarterly Board of Directors meeting was held 

February 29, 2012 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in 

Huntsville, Alabama.  President Charla Doucet  

called the meeting to order and welcomed every-

one.   

 

Minutes of the December, 2011 board meeting 

held in Birmingham, Alabama were reviewed and 

approved.       

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s report was distributed by Melinda 

Lopez.  It was  reviewed and approved.  Some top-

ics discussed were the financials through January 

noting the proposed budget being unsustainable, 

needing the GAAF conference check for GFOAA’s 

portion of the conference profits, allowing the 

Treasurer to transfer up to $5,000 from savings to 

checking for expenses if needed, CGAT’s long term 

viability, Immigration Law compliance, and increas-

ing dues for regular membership to $50 and asso-

ciate dues to $100.  

 

Administrative Assistant       

Jamie Moyers reminded everyone that she is avail-

able if anyone needs help with anything. 

 

Certification Board  

Sarah Williams reported that there are 35 CGFO  

certification renewals, 2 requests for retired 

status, and 2 scheduled for revocation.    

 

Governmental Relations  

Charla Doucet reported that many bills have been 

introduced.  At the State level, budgets are a major 

concern.  Information on particular bills may be 

found at legislature.alabama.gov.  

 

Scholarships 

Charles Clack informed the Board that 3 applica-

tions for scholarships were received and all were 

Page 6  

Q U A R T E R L Y  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  M E E T I N G  
E M B A S S Y  S U I T E S  H O T E L  
H U N T S V I L L E ,  A L A B A M A  
F E B R U A R Y  2 9 ,  2 0 1 2  

awarded.  No other submissions for other awards 

were received.   

 

2012 Annual Conference 

Larry Conwill reported that he got a lot of help from 

a lot of people with the conference and there are no 

problems anticipated. 

 

2012 Summer Conference   

Derek Reeves is in charge of the 2012 Summer 

Conference which will be held at the Hampton Inn 

and Suites in Orange Beach,  August 15-17, 2012.   

 

2013 Annual Conference  

The 2013 Annual Conference will be held at the 

Renaissance  Hotel in Montgomery,  February 27-

March 1, 2013.  The committee has been selected 

and is working on the agenda and speakers. 

 

Old Business 

Sarah Williams spoke about the revision to the 

guidelines for reimbursement for the National Con-

ference.  It includes the registration fee, itemized 

travel expenses,  and the Alabama Delegate Break-

fast.  The new guidelines were approved. 

 

New Business 

Contracts for the Administrative Assistant , the 

Newsletter, Website Hosting and Maintenance, and 

CGAT were discussed.  All contracts were approved.   

 

 

For a complete copy of the minutes, contact 

Russell Raney or any of the committee chairs. 

 

 



President: 

Russell Raney 

Office: 256-734-2233 

rraney@cullmancats.net 

 

First Vice President: 

Derek Reeves 

Office: 205-248-5175 

dreeves@tuscaloosa.com 

 

Second Vice President: 

Melinda James Lopez  

Office: 205-444-7612 

jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us 

 

Secretary: 

Karen Herman  

Office: 334-244-3495 

 

 

Treasurer: 

Carol Heggeman  

Office: 251-574-6460 
cheggeman@alabamacourt.net 
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BOAR D  OF  D I R EC TO R S  A ND  
OF FI C ER S  
A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 1 2 — M A R C H  3 1 ,  2 0 1 3  

Associate Director 

Scott Reardon  

Office: 205-264-5523 

scott.rearden@regions.com  

 

Immediate Past President 

Charla Doucet 

Office: 334-242-7305 

CDoucet@ago.state.al.us 

 

 Administrative Assistant 

Jamie Moyers 

Office: 334-312-2770 

mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com   

 

Public Information Officer 

Charles Clack 

Office:334-353-8070 

Charles.clack@revenue.alabama.gov 

 

 

Directors: 

Shaundra Morris  

Office: 334-242-1637 
Shaundra.morris@dps.alabama.gov 

 

Kelly Rhodes  

Office: 334-242-6379 
rhodesk@dot.state.al.us 

 

Lane Sauser  

Office: 334-844-2344 
sauseld@auburn.edu   

 

Keren Deal 

Office: 334-244-3495 

kdeal@mail.aum.edu  

 

Allison D. Edge  

Office: 334-501-7322 

aedge@auburnalabama.org  

 

Sarita Tapscott  

Office: 256-773-5419 
sarita.tapscott@hcs.k12.al.us  

GFOAA Office Administration 

Please notify Jamie Moyers to change your address, or other pertinent information,  

at the following address: 

P. O. Box 240574 

Montgomery, AL 36124-0574 

Phone: 334–312-2770 or 

 Email: mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com  

mailto:rraney@cullmancats.net
mailto:dreeves@tuscaloosa.com
mailto:jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us
mailto:cheggeman@alabamacourt.net
mailto:scott.rearden@regions.com
mailto:CDoucet@ago.state.al.us
mailto:mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com
mailto:Charles.clack@revenue.alabama.gov
mailto:Shaundra.morris@dps.alabama.gov
mailto:rhodesk@dot.state.al.us
mailto:rhodesk@dot.state.al.us
mailto:sauseld@auburn.edu
mailto:kdeal@mail.aum.edu
mailto:aedge@auburnalabama.org
mailto:sarita.tapscott@hcs.k12.al.us
mailto:mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com


$$ money ta lk  $$  

Certification Board 

Sarah Williams, CGFO 

Office:  334-954-3907 

Sarah_williams@almb.uscourts.gov 

 

Education  

Russell Raney 

Office: 256-734-2233 

rraney@cullmancats.net 

 

 

 

Governmental Relations  

Charla Doucet 

Office: 334-242-7305 

Cdoucet@ago.state.al.us 

 

Membership  

Derek Reeves 

Office: 205-248-5175 

dreeves@tuscaloosa.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships & Service 

Charla Doucet 

Office: 334-242-7305 

Cdoucet@ago.state.al.us 
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CO MMI TTEE  FU N C TION S  

CO MMI TTEE  CHA IR P ER SO N S  

Membership Committee 

 

The Membership Committee shall promote and encourage membership in GFOAA and is responsible for the annual 

 membership directory. 

 

Government Relations Committee 

 

The Government Relations Committee shall monitor and report on legislative action affecting governmental finance 

 and promote intergovernmental cooperation. 

 

Education Committee 

The Education Committee shall establish, organize and promote educational programs within the membership. 

 

Scholarship, Awards and Service Committee 

 

The Scholarship, Awards and Service Committee is responsible for the administration of the scholarship and awards 

program.  The committee is also responsible for implementing and monitoring service projects as assigned. 

 

Strategic Planning Committee 

 

 The Strategic Planning Committee is responsible for preparing the long-range plans to meet the organization’s goals 

 and objectives.  The committee is also responsible for communicating the plan to each committee.  The committee 

 will serve as the monitoring entity for the committee projects associated with the strategic plan. 

mailto:sarah_williams@almb.uscourts.gov
mailto:rraney@cullmancats.net
mailto:Cdoucet@ago.state.al.us
mailto:dreeves@tuscaloosa.com
mailto:Cdoucet@ago.state.al.us
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Mission Statement 

The mission of the 
Government Finance 
Officers Association of 
Alabama is to provide a 
professional associa-
tion for government 
finance personnel dedi-
cated to enabling its 
members to provide 
quality professional 
service to their con-
stituents with the high-
est level of integrity. 

 


